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John Bruce Hamilton

= Born in Hobart 1901, John Bruce Hamilton studied
medicine in Sydney and pursued postgraduate
studies at Oxford 19209.

= He returned to Hobart becoming one of Australia’s
most respected ophthalmologists marrying Dora
Grant in 1943. They had two children, John and
Elizabeth.

= During his career he made a significant contribution
to genetics and the medical literature while also
serving in the army.

Dr John Bruce Hamilton C1960



Bruce Hamilton School
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Genetic Eye disease

" In 1951 he published his landmark paper: “The

THE BRITISH JOURNAL

Significance of Heredity in Ophthalmology - A .
Tasmanian Survey” documenting 111 pedigrees of 16 OPHTHALMOLOGY
familial eye disease earning him his Doctorate of MARCH, 1938
Medicine.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HEREDITY IN
OPHTHALMOLOGY. PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF
HEREDITARY EYE DISEASES IN TASMANIA*

= This impressive database formed the basis of modern

J. BRUCE HAMILTON

genetic work still being carried out today. L e
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Family Pedigree of Leber s Disease, The Significance of Heredity in Ophthalmology — A Tasmanian Survey



Publications

= Throughout his career, JBH made a significant
contribution to the medical literature between 1930 to
1960.

= Some of his more notable findings include the
importance of sarcoidosis and toxoplasmosis in
ophthalmology, the first report of the benign retinopathy
caused by maternal rubella, the incidences of eye
disease and the importance of genetics.

= In 1943 he published “A new Conception of Kerato-
conjunctivitis Sicca”, a translation of an original
monograph by Sjogren.

= His book,” A Guide to Ophthalmic Surgery”, was
considered the gold standard of its time.

PUBLICATIONS

J. BRUCE HAMILTON

Note on:traumatic asphyxia with ocular complications. Brit J Ophthal
1930; 14: 22,

Haemangioma of the orbit. Brit J Ophthal 1930; 14: 65.

Notes of B. welchii infection of the globe. Brit J Ophthal 1930; 14:
452.

Looking for holes in detached retinae. Brit J Ophthal 1930; 14: 455.

- The Gonin operation for the cure of {diopathic retinal detachment. Med

J Aust 19315 1: 600

(with Crowther WL) Eclampsia with amaurosis die to the detachment of
the retinae. Med J Aust 1932; 2:177.

Idiopathic detachment of the retina and Larsson's operation. Med J
Aust 1934; 1: 231,

Parenteral injection of foreign protein in treatment of gonococcal
ophthalmia. Med J Aust 1935; 1: 772,

Posture and post-operative treatment of eye cases. Aust N2 J Surg
1935; 5: 130.

« A case of chlorosis with ocular complications. Brit J Ophthal 1936;

20: 18.

+ 1The role of the ophthalmologist in the localization of cerebral

tumours. Med J Aust 1936; 2: 183,

« The modern treatment of squint and prevention of blindness. Med J Aust

1936; 2: 815.

(with Counsell WD) The causes and prevention of blindness {n Tasmania.
Natfonal Health and Medical Regearch Council, 1937, Feb 1, 2, 3,

+ A post graduate holiday. Med J Aust 1938; 2: 599,

—_—

« The significance of heredity in ophthalmology. Brit J Ophthal 1938;

22: 129,

—_—

+ The diagnosis of tubercular diseases of the globe. Med J Aust 1938; 1:
619,

+ Injuries to the eye resulting from birth. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1939;

1: 84

(with Counsell WD) Causes and prevention of blindness in Tasmania. A
supplementary report. Med J Aust 1939; 1: 430.

—_—

+ Recent thoughts on orthoptics. Aust NZ J Surg 1940; 9: 378,
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Publications Continued

Keratitis sicca including Sjogren's syndrome. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust
1940; 2: 63,

Blindness in Tasmania. A new survey of blindness in private practice.

Trans Ophchal Soc Aust 1940; 2: 37.
Sarcoma of the choroid. J Old Sydney Hospitallers' Club 1940;

December: 16.
A guide to ophthalmic operations. H. K. Lewis, London, 1940,
A progress report on orthoprtics in Tasmania. Med J Aust 1941; 1: 233.

A survey of superficial punctate keratitis in Tasmania with record of
a4 mild epidemic. Brit J Ophthal 1941; 25: 1.

Tasmanian blindness. A final survey with comparative tables. Trans

Ophthal Soc Aust 1941; 3:60.

Eye diseases found in Tasmania. An eight years survey. Med J Aust
19425 1: 45.

Respirator clip ins. Med J Aust 1942; 2: 167,

Ocular complications of relapsing fever. Brit J Ophthal 1943; 27: 97.
Orthoptics in the field. Aust NZ J Surg 1943; 13: 107.

Notes on forms of keratitis presumably due to the virus of herpes
simplex. Brit J Ophthal 1943; 27: 80.

The incidence of eye diseases in the Australian Imperial Forces,
Middle East. Brit J Ophthal 1943; 27: 383.

(with Sjogren H) A new conception of kerato-conjunctivitis sicca.
Aust. Med. Publishing Co., Sydney, 1943.

Tuberculous eye lesions in immune desensitized and sensitized

patients. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1944; 4: 78.
The war and ophthalmology. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1944; &4: 104.

(with Counsell WD) Sarcoidosis of Boeck: report on two cases with eye

lesions. Trans ophthal Soc Aust 1945; 5: 100,

(with Robertson EG) Toxoplasmic encelpahlomyelitis and chorio-

retinitis. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1945; 5: 85,
Inherited retinal detachment. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1946; 6: 113,

Dry eyes = a further contribution to their study. Trans Opthal Soc
Aust 1947; 7: 42,

Prognosis of sarcoma of the choroid. Trans Ophthal Soc NZ 1948; suppl
NZ Med J: 28.

John Cunningham Saunders. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1948; 8: S,

42. (with Phillips F, Palfreyman CR, Waterworth DH) Rubella retinftis in
Tasmanta. Trans ophthal Soc Aust 1948; 8: 114,

43. Diseases of the lacrimal apparatus. In: Modern Practice in
Ophthalmology, ed Stallard Ha, Butterworth, London, 1949.

44, Orbital tumours. Aust NZ J Surg 1949; 19: 101.

45. A note on dry eyes and their relation to delayed recurrent mustard gas
keratitis. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1949; 8: 37,

46, A new survey of Tasmanian blindness: 1948. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust
1950; 10: 42,

47. ?;Ealocornea and its surgical complications. Aust NZ J Surg 1951; 20:

48. Forty-six cases of orbital tumours occurring in Australia ... Trans
Ophthal Soc Aust 1952; 12: 182,

49. (with Waterworth D) Iris bombe as a complication of discission
;p;ratlons in congenital cataract. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1953; 13:

50. Zoonoses in ophthalmology. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1955; 15: 72,

51. Eyes and scurvy. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1958; 18: 83,

52. Toxoplasmosis. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1960; 20: 46.

53. Diabetic retinopathy and blindness. Trans 1st Congress, Asia~Pacific
Academy of Ophthalmology 1960; 99.

54, rTgle chromosomes shall we count? Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1960; 20:

55. A genius for the genes. Trans Ophthal Soc Aust 1961; 21: 118.

56. Megalocornea or is it incipient congenital glaucoma? Trans Ophthal Soc
Aust 1963; 23: 100.

Books

A Guide to Ophthalmic Operations. HK Lewis, London, 1940.

(with Sjogren K) A New Conception of Kerato~Conjunctivitis Sicca.
Australasian Medical Publishing Co., Sydney, 1943.

The Significance of Heredity in Ophthalmology: a Tasmanian § Ma
and Co., Melbourne, 1951, = * nER i



World War Il

= |[n 1941 JBH was appointed major in the Australian Imperial Force. He
served in the Middle East as ophthalmic surgeon in the 2nd/7t
Australian General Hospital Australian Imperial Forces for three years.

= He earned the nickname “Lookie” after saying “look to me” during
examinations and was famously known for keeping a wardrobe in his
tent in the midst of war.

® During the war he wrote “The War and Ophthalmology” and “The
Incidence of Eye Disease in the Australian Imperial Forces, Middle
East”. He oddly found a lower prevalence of eye disease, including
traumatic, in the war population.



Bligh Museum

= |In 1954, with his wife, JBH constructed the Bligh Museum of Pacific
Exploration.

= The foundation stone was laid on the 200" anniversary of Captain
William Bligh’s birth on the 9" of September.

" To this day it remains open as a private museum showcasing artefacts,
maps and articles relating to Pacific exploration.

Opening of the Bligh Museum 1954



The Late JBH

= John Bruce Hamilton became ill in Rome while traveling with his wife in
Europe and Asia from cardiovascular disease.

= He returned home and passed away on Thursday, 11t of April 1968.



