
Rare and unique spectacles 
J Gregory Roberts collection



Scissor spectacles

The +2.00 silver framed lenses fold into the 

mother of pearl handle.

Date c1880



Pinhole spectacles

Metal frames with a plano tinted left lens.

The right pinhole has a knob on the front to 

turn 6 variable pinholes on a rotation plate on 

the back.

Date c1890



Horn rimmed scissor 
magnifiers

Each lens +10D and when swivelled into the 

handle produces +20D through the pinhole

Date c1880



Art nouveau lorgnettes

Gilt metal lorgnettes with 1.5D lenses which 

fold into the body. 

Art Nouveau c1900.



Lorgnette

Gilt metal lorgnettes with 1.5D 

lenses which fold into the body. 

Art Nouveau c1900.



Quizzing glasses

Gold quizzers with +2.0 D lenses 

with loops for neck chains. Popular 

fashion item in 19th century.



Tortoise shell pinz nez

Steel frames with projecting hand-held 

attachment. The inset is tortoise shell. The 

lenses +2.0.

Benjamin Martin ( 1704-1782 ) an English 

optician, designed spectacles in 1756 with a 

tortoise shell or horn inset which allowed for 

a smaller lens.

Date c1760



Japanese spectacles

Shagreen covered spectacle case with bronze 

mounts & attached netsuke. 

Date c1870.



Magnifying lens

Tortoise shell & gold pique magnifying lens. 

Made in Naples. 

Date 18th century.



Georgian wig glasses

Georgian Plano tinted lenses & silver frames 

with short arms to wear with a wig. Shagreen 

& silver case. 

Date London 1800.



Folding Chinese 
rimless spectacles

Rimless spectacles with brass supports and 

fitted lacquered case. There is a brass nose 

piece. The lenses are typically Plano. The 

spectacles are attached to the face with fine 

string looped through the 2 holes in the 

outside of the lens and passed around the ear. 

Side arms appeared after the 18th century.

Date 1600-1700



Nuremberg 
magnifier

Nuremberg magnifiers were 

developed in the 16th century. 

The magnifying lens is held in a 

brass wire frame with a papier-

mâché case as shown.

This one is c 17th century.



Silver framed 
spectacles

Silver frames with turn-pin sides. The insets 

are tortoise shell. The quartz lenses are +1.0. 

The frames are hallmarked for London 1817.

The turn-pin allowed the spectacles to be 

worn with a wig (sides folded) or without a wig 

and open sides.

Date 1817
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