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WHO WAS FRANK FLYNN?1:2
* Francis (Frank) Stanislaus Flynn (1906 — 2000)

 An Ophthalmologist, Catholic priest and author
* Honorary life member of Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists

EARLY YEARS'2

 Bornin Sydney, one of nine children, to Dr John Flynn and Maud May
* Education: Brigidine school, Randwick and Marist Brothers College, Darlinghurst

MEDICAL TRAINING?:2
Studied Medicine at the University of Sydney (MBBS, 1930)

 His brother Jim was an ophthalmic surgeon and encouraged his pursuit of
ophthalmology. In 1931, he studied at Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital
(Moorfields), and obtained a University of London diploma of ophthalmic
medicine and surgery
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WORKING LIFE2 CONTRIBUTIONS TO OPHTHALMOLOGY:2
Dual roles as a member of the Catholic church (chaplain * Researched trachoma in the NT
and priest) and ophthalmologist throughout his career * Flynn was first to recognise the alarmingly high

* Worked extensively in the Northern Territory (NT) and occurrence of trachoma among Indigenous
Papua New Guinea (PNG) Australians in the NT and published his research

* Flynn was a mentor and inspiration to Fred Hollows in the Medical Journal of Australia3’

* He was instrumental in the early campaign’s to
address this & Fred Hollows continued his work
Developed an improved diathermy machine design

WHAT IS TRACHOMA?>-/ for retinal detachment repair

* Trachoma is an infectious eye disease caused by the Developed mydricaine for pupillary dilation
bacterium Chlamydia trachomatis Developed ‘tear-feeding’ glasses for dry eye

* Initial infection often in childhood. Recurrent infection is sufferers®
common, leading to scarring of the upper eyelid causing
entropion, eyelash rubbing on the cornea and eventual
blindness

* Cause of 1.4% of all blindness worldwide”

 Affects the worlds poorest people. Transmission is
compounded by overcrowded housing, inadequate
hygiene, clean water and sanitation

e Endemic in warm areas of Africa, Asia, South America,
rural Australia, Western Pacific

* Estimated prevalence of active trachoma in children aged
5-9 in Australia fell from 15% in 2009 to 3.3% in 2021°

Flynn lived a life of genuine and tireless service to others,
combining both his interests: ophthalmology and faith.

“I never did for any lengthy period divorce ophthalmic

practice from my priesthood. | have been fortunate,
indeed, in that wherever | have gone | have found a union
of two interests, one aimed at healing the body and the
other aimed at healing the spirit”?
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