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Leonardo da Vinci Sir John Herschel F.E. Muller, German
speculates in his “Codex British astronomer, glassblower, produces
of the Eye”, describing conceptualises ’ the first contact lens (CL)
that submerging your oractical lens derived from glass, which
head in water could alter covers the eye.
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Plastic CL William Feinbloom, New Joseph Dallos,
decrease in size, York optometrist, Hungarian physician,
covering the cornea fabricates the first perfects a method of
only rather than American-made CL and taking moulds from
also the sclera introduces the use of living eyes to improve

plastic lenses. lens conformation to

ocular curvatures.

Otto Wichterle from Bausch & Lomb, The first rigid gas The FDA
Czechoslovakia Inc. introduces a permeable CL approves new
develops a soft, soft CL, becomes available soft CL for

hydrophilic plastic now Soflens® using a co-polymer of extended
known as polymacon PMMA overnight wear
for soft CL. (polymethylmethacryl
ate, i.e. Plexiglas)
and silicone.
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Increasing variety Silicone-hydrogel CL Daily Vistakon Inc
of contact lenses are first marketed. disposable soft (a Johnson&Johnson
are available — Overnight CL are company) releases Acuvue
bifocal CL, orthokeratology is introduced. disposable soft CL.
colour-changing approved by the The next generation of
CL, cosmetic CL FDA. fluorosilicone acrylate

materials becomes available.
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