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Ignacio became an Associate Professor in Ophthalmology in 1909 at
the University of Barcelona. (2) Regarded as a well rounded
individual, Ignacio pursued further education within the basic
sciences as well as mechanics, plastic art, botany, pathology and
parasitology. (1) He worked alongside his father in private practice
until his father retired in 1919, at which time he was appointed
acting Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of Barcelona, a
position he held until 1923. He was conferred the title of Professor of
Ophthalmology in 1933. (2)

The son of pioneering ophthalmologist, Jose Antonio
Barraquer Roviralta , Ignacio Barraquer was born in
Barcelona on March 25, 1884. 
Ignacio graduated from the University of Barcelona in
1908. He gained experience from a young age,
performing cataract extractions on animals from the
age of 14. (1)

Ignacio Barraquer’s career defining moment arguably
came with the invention of the erisophake. Whilst
watching a leech pick up a stone in an aquarium,
Ignacio developed the idea of using gentle suction to
grasp the crystalline lens in cataract extraction. He
termed the technique phacoerysis, from the greek
words phacos meaning lens and eresis meaning to
drag away. The device was called the erisophake
(pictured below), a vacuum assisted suction cup
capable of grasping the lens. Ignacio spent the next
decade teaching his technique throughout Europe and
North America. (1)

In addition to the erisophake, Ignacio was credited
with describing primitive forms of
dacrocystorhinostomy, orbital cavity reconstruction,
sclero-iridectomy for glaucoma, sclerotomy,
strabismus surgery and cataract surgery suturing. (1)
In addition to these techniques, he developed
important ophthalmic instruments specific for
procedures including those for keratoplasty, probes
for dacryorhinostomy, sclerotomes, iridectomy
forceps, cataract extraction forceps and needle
holders, and various retractors. (1) He was also
incredibly gifted in modifying existing devices to suit
his purpose including loupes and operative field
lighting and photographic devices. (1)

In 1941, the first ophthalmology specialist centre is opened in Spain, the
Barraquer Ophthalmology Centre. Ignacio’s devotion to his community is
demonstrated through the reservation of half the clinics beds to those who
cannot afford treatment. The building becomes an important icon for the
cities evolving character. Six years later, 1947, the Barraquer Institute is
opened. This centre is dedicated toward the progression of ophthalmology
and is dedicated to the promotion of ophthalmology through international
research, teaching and collaboration. The centre is linked with the
Autonomous University of Barcelona and offers internationally recognised
courses.(2)

On May 13, 1965 Ignacio Barraquer passed. His legacy lives on through his children. Ignacio and his wife Josefa had seven children,
two of whom became prominent ophthalmologists. His first son Jose Ignacio was credited with the first refractive keratoplasty,
the precursor to keratomileusis. Joaquin, his second son, uncovered the function of alpha chymotrypsin and its effect on zonular
fibres, aiding in the extraction of cataracts. Joaquin together with his father Ignacio encouraged the dissemination of their
surgical technique through transparent dome operating theatres, in addition to the development of a microscope to record and
transmit live operations. Joaquin with his children, both ophthalmologists, created the Barraquer Foundation - a not-for-profit
organisation to provide eyecare worldwide. Joaquin was also involved with the first bionic eye - the Argus II - providing  vision for
people blinded by retinitis pigmentosa. (2)
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