
OTTO HAAB (1850 - 1931)
OPHTHALMOLOGIST, INNOVATOR

1850
Swiss Ophthalmologist, 

Born  in  Winterthur

HAAB’S MAGNET

A powerful giant magnet 

used for removing 

metallic particles from 

the eye.

HAAB’S STRIAE

Horizontal breaks in the Descemet 

membrane, usually orientated horizontally 

or circumferentially. It is found in 

congenital glaucoma, trauma at birth, 

contusion, acute hydrops, megalocornea

and conical cornea

OTHER
• HAAB’s Reflex

• HAAB’s Eye Knife

• HAAB’s Eye Mirror

• HAAB’s Needle

• HAAB’s Scleral 

Resection Knife

• HAAB’s Scale
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1875
Obtained doctorate from 

University of Zurich

1885
Became professor of 

Ophthalmology at Zurich 

University Eye Clinic

34 YEARS
Professor & Director of 

Zurich University Eye 

Clinic

WIDESPREAD CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

19TH & 20TH CENTURY 

OPHTHALMOLOGY:

1885 - Clinically described senile macular 

disease, today known as age 

related macular degeneration.

1895 - Atlas of Ophthalmoscopy

1899 - Atlas of the External Desease of 

the Eye

1904 – Atlas and Epitome of Operative 

Ophthalmology
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