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HOW OPHTHALMOLOGY 
DEVELOPED IN  AUSTRALIA 

Colonial era - first  fleet to 1914

Interwar  period - 1914 to 1945 

Post war development of education and identity

Establishment  of  education training  and  institutions 



OPHTHALMOLOGY 1788



PREVALENT EYE DISEASE C18

Infected ulcers

Trachoma

Smallpox Measles

Cataract

Treated by general surgeons 

Later Eye ENT often itinerant



WILLIAM BLAND 

Transported 1815

Killed an opponent in a duel

Pardoned 1815  reported to be a clever and 
skilful cataract surgeon

Ophthalmology at that  time  practiced by  
general  surgeons  



19TH CENTURY  

Early establishment of  eye hospitals 

Primarily treating trachoma 

Often initial opposition 

Ophthalmology not treated as a specialty



RUDALL

James  Thomas Rudall  1828-1907

Naval surgeon migrated to Australia  
1858

Credited with being the first to use 
an ophthalmoscope in the Australian 
Colonies 



H D MCLAURIN - SYDNEY

1872 appointed to St Vincent’s hospital Sydney 

Encouraged residents interested in ophthalmology 

Prevalent diseases at the time were Trachoma and infectious 
disease 



ANDREW SEXTON GRAY- 
MELBOURNE

1863 established the modest eye hospital in Melbourne 

1870 amalgamated with Aubrey Bowen ENT 

Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital 



JOHN JOYCE - ADELAIDE

Trained in  Glasgow 

Established an eye hospital in Annersly SA  1880. 

Despite significant opposition he treated  Trachoma. However 
the hospital was short lived and closed 6 years  later  



SYDNEY EYE HOSPITAL

1879 Sydney Hospital established eye 
department

1882 moved to separate facility as 
Sydney Eye Hospital



COLONIAL OPHTHALMOLOGY 

1901 - 1945

James Barrett - Melbourne 

J Lockhart Gibson - Brisbane 

Guy Anthill  Pockley  , Frank Anthill Pockley - Sydney 

David  Crompton - Adelaide



EARLY SOCIETY’S 

1899 Ophthalmological Society of Melbourne modelled on  OSUK

1913 Eye and ENT branch of BMA  1928 distinct  Eye  section 
formed 

BMA branches in NSW 1910, SA, QLD 1924 not  autonomous

Active case discussions and meetings

Triennial conference at Australian medical congresses



1938 OSA founded

Professor Ida Mann first  honorary member 

Sir James Barrett president



1938 OPHTHALMIC SOCIETY OF 
AUSTRALIA OSA

Distinct branch of BMA 

Occupied Medical Eye Service facilities Sydney 

122members



ROOTS OF  FORMAL EDUCATION  

Ophthalmologists were almost  exclusively trained in  UK

Attempts by James Barrett to commence  Diploma of  Ophthalmology 
in 1930 were opposed by University of Melbourne

Mark Gardner at RVEEH 1944 persuaded armed  forces to allow limited 
numbers to attend  RVEEH for formal training  followed by  training  at  
an Army  base  hospital

1946 SEH began formal registrar  training  



DO DIPLOMA OF 
OPHTHALMOLOGY
UNIVERSITY MELBOURNE

1945 graduates of  DO Melbourne  

Ron  Lowe, David  Crompton Nancy  Lewis 



Medical Eye service 1934 
Commonwealth St Sydney

midway  between public and private 

Building  initiated and later donated to 
OSNSW by Darcy Williams 



RESEARCH 

1951  ORIA founded 

Initally  aimed to 
emulate Institute  of  
Ophthalmology, 
London

Limitations of  
geography  and funds 
changed  role to 
benefactor of  research



THE RISE  OF  ACADEMIA 

1955 C.H.Greer pointed ocular pathologist  RVEEH

• 1968 M Filipic pathologist  SEH

• Chairs of  Ophthalmology established

• G W Crock - Melbourne  1963

• F W Hollows - POW Sydney  1965

•  



THE  IMPETUS TO FORM A 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUION

Diplomas in  Ophthalmology  conferred in Melbourne Sydney  and  
Queensland 

Ophthalmology Society of Australia OSA regarded Diploma of 
ophthalmology as  deficient 

Ophthalmologists had varied training from differing  institutions 

Although OSA had  high membership it lacked being  an official 
academic  body 

Through protracted negotiations ACO founded 1969
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