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Smith

Priestly Smith was a British Ophthalmologist who
was known for his many contributions to the field
of Ophthalmology. 

The Priestly Smith candle lamp was
used to examine the anterior segment.
A candle would be housed in a metal
sleeve and a spring would ensure the

flame of the candle would be
maintained at the level of lenses. Two

lenses were used, one about 20
diopters of plus power and other a

plano lens. The wick of the candle is
about 5cm from the convex lens,

allowing a more focused beam of light. 

British Ophthalmologist
1845 - 1933 

Priestley Smith candle lamp 1884

Illustration of chronic glaucoma by Priestly
Smith, accompanying his essay in the Royal
London Ophthalmic Hospital Reports 1882

Portrait of Priestly Smith on oil by Harold Speed, 1928

 Combined ophthalmoscope and
retinoscope (non-illuminated) with two

ends containing one plane and one
condensing mirror (used 1900-1939) 

1878: Jacksonian Prize of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, for his treatise on the “Causes,
Symptoms, Pathology and Treatment of Glaucoma.”
1881: Founded the Ophthalmic Review
1887: Vice-President of the Section of
Ophthalmology at the annual meeting of the British
Medical Association 
1888: At Heidelberg he opened the discussion on
the “Aetiology and Treatment of Glaucoma”
1889: “The pathology of glaucoma” Erasmus Wilson
Lecture at the Royal College of Surgeons
1890: Middlemore Prize from the British Medical
Association
1892: President of the Section of Ophthalmology at
the annual meeting of the British Medical
Association
1898: Delivered the Bowman Lecture on “convergent
strabismus” 
1901: Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons England; Honorary member of the Royal
and Imperial Society of Vienna 
1904: Nettleship Gold Medal, first of the series 
1905: President of the Ophthalmological Society 
1906: Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of
Surgeons Ireland
1914-1916: President of the Section of
Ophthalmology, Royal Society of Medicine
1916: Retired. Received honorary degree of LLD and
the title of emeritus professor of ophthalmology
from the University of Birmingham
1927: Lucian Howe Medal awarded by the American
Ophthalmological Society 
1932: Gullstrand Gold Medal of the Swedish Medical
Society

Born at Edgbaston, Birmingham on 29 October 1845, he was
named after Joseph Priestley, a preacher and discoverer of
oxygen. Priestly Smith initially apprenticed as a mechanical

engineer at age 17, this later influenced his future work in
Ophthalmology. He was then educated at Sydenham College

and entered Queen’s Hospital in 1867. As a student her served
in the Franco-German war and on returning to England pursued

a diploma of MRCS. His appointments following this include
being the house surgeon to the Birmingham and Midland Eye
Hospital, then as the ophthalmic surgeon at Queen’s Hospital
Birmingham until his retirement in 1916. Throughout his career
he was known for his studies in glaucoma, lectures, inventions

and artistic illustrations.
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