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11 December 1795 — 27 May 1858
Pioneering German anatomist
Born in Salzgitter and raised in Brunswick

Early Life and Career

Background:

Schlemm's path to becoming a
renowned anatomist was
unconventional. Unable to
afford higher education, he
apprenticed as a barber-
surgeon, gaining early
exposure to anatomy and
surgery.

Education:

Schlemm earned his medical
doctorate from the University
of Berlin in 1821 and later
became a professor of
anatomy at the University of
Berlin in 1833.

Notable Incident:

In June 1816, Schlemm and a
fellow student were caught
grave robbing to study bones
affected by rickets. This led to
a brief imprisonment.
Following this, Schlemm
worked as a low-rank army
surgeon in Berlin, where his
skillful dissection caught the
attention of Professor
Rudolphi, who supported his
academic career.

Legacy

Schlemm’s contributions remain foundational in
ophthalmology.

His discovery of Schlemm’s Canal advanced our
understanding of agueous humor dynamics and
intraocular pressure regulation.

His anatomical insights continue to shape
ophthalmology education and practice,
influencing both current research and clinical
approaches.
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Kevy Discoveries & Contributions

Schlemm’s Canal
Description:
Schlemm’s Canal is a circular channel
located in the anterior segment of the
eye, specifically at the junction of the
cornea and sclera. It is responsible for
draining aqueous humor from the
anterior chamber into the venous
system.
Significance:
Discovered while examining a cadaver,
Schlemm’s Canal was noted to be
engorged with blood, which led to the
identification of this crucial structure.
Impact:
The discovery of Schlemm’s Canal has
influenced the development of
treatments for glaucoma and
enhanced the principles of fluid
outflow in the eye, leading to
improved eye drops and therapies.

Advances in Eye Anatomy

Research:
identifying the corneal nerves
and examining the anatomical
structures of the cornea,
sclera, and anterior chamber

Contribution:
clearer understanding of
ocular anatomy
fundamental in advancing
modern diagnostic methods,
eye surgeries, and treatments
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