“Doyen of Australian Ophthalmology”
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Early Years @

Born in 1920 near Toowoomba, QLD
Raised on a cattle farm

Moved to Sydney for schooling
Attended Mosman Public School then North Sydney Boys High
School

N
Medical School and Education

Attended the University of Sydney Medical School
Graduated in 1943 with First Class Honours

Went on to later enrol in the first cohort of USYD’s Graduate Diploma
In Ophthalmology (DO), graduating in 1947 with 8 peers

1947 Graduate Diploma in Ophthalmology
- BECKETT, Charles Edward Halley

- DONALDSON, Edgar John
- JACK, lan B
- SCALES, William Thomas Hudson

- SHORTBRIDGE, Dennis Thorman
- CARROLL, Herbert Buckworth - WATERWORTH, David Henry

- DEANE BUTCHER, William

Vocational Training
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Resident
Medical Officer

Served as a Resident
Medical Officer at

Ophthalmic
Registrar

Held the position of
First Ophthalmic

FRACS

Obtained the
Fellowship of the
Royal Australasian

FRACO

Achieved the
Fellowship of the
Royal Australian

Sydney Hospital from Registrar at Sydney College of Surgeons colegear
1943 to 1944. Hospital from 1945 In1967. Ophthal;g%oglsts in
to 1949. '
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Honours

Appointed Officer of the Order of Australia in 1985 “/In recognition of
service to ophthalmology, particularly in the field of retinal
detachment surgery”
quoted as saying “Well, | guess | did something right to be
honoured like this”

RACO Medal 1987
College Gold Medal 1997

Personal Life

Wife Marjorie, married for 51 years

Children Jill, Wendy, Craig and Ann
Diagnosed with Felty Syndrome in 1978
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Career Highlights

1I

g Honorary Surgeon

Directed Ophthalmology and
Eye Health at Sydney Eye
Hospital from 1970 to 1977.

2
2@t Chairman of Staff

Established and led the Retinal
Unit at Sydney Eye Hospital
from 1952 to 1985.

Photocoagulation

Commenced training of Retinal
Registrars in 1964.

Fluorescein Angiography

A founding member of the
college, served as the first
Chairman of the Conjoint Part I
Examinations

and later as President of the
College 1978-1979

"May there never
develop in us the
notion that our

education Is

complete but
give us the

strength and

leisure and zeal
continually to

enlarge our
knowledge’

— Eddie Donaldson, Presidential Address /

Served as Honorary Surgeon at
Sydney Eye Hospital from 1950
to 1985.

Director of Ophthalmology

Chaired the staff at Sydney Eye
Hospital from 1979 to 1985.

Retinal Unit Head @

Attended a photocoagulation
course in Essen in 1959, ad
brought the first of these
devices to Sydney hospital in
1960

Retinal Registrar Training

Introduced fluorescein
angiography in 1965 after
visiting the Bascom Palmer Eye
Institute in Miami
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‘Dr Ec@ar “Eddie” John Donaldson A0

13/11/1920 - 13/5/2000
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